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“ time, appoint one of their pumber to be
" Chairmanp of such Board.”

“{4.}) In the event of the absence of the
“ Chairman from any mecting, the members
“ present shall elect one of their number to be
* Chairman of such meeting. At all meetings of
“ the Local Board the Chairman shall have a
* vote, and in case of an equality of votes shall
“have a casting vote ; and during any vacancy
“ in the Locnl Bonrd, whether of the office of
“Chairman or not, the continning members
“ may act ns if no vacaney had occurred, and
‘* at all mectings of the Locnl Board all ques-
* tions shall be decided by a majority of the
“ votes of the members present. The Loenl
“ Board may make, niter and rescind, rules for
“ regulating their own proceedings.

* Every reference to the district of » Lncal
“Board in the primcipal Act, oran Act amend-
““ ing the same chall,in case, of & Board appoint-
“ ¢4 under this Act, he deemed to be the aren
 of the locality for which the Board is so
* appointed.

# All expenses incurred by a Local Board
“ appointed under this Act shall be defrayed
‘- out of such moneys as muy from time to
“ time be voted by Parlinment.”

[COUNCIL.
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 “ ba deposited, brought, collected or huried,

* Every Board appointed ander this Act ‘

* ghall canse accounts to be kept, insnch form
“ as may be directed by the Colonial “I'veusurer,
“of all moneys received and expended by
* them for the purposes of the Public Health
“ Acts, and such accounts shall be nudited by
“ the Aunditor-General.”

* In the event of the locality for which a
* Board ia appointed under this Acl or any
* part thereof heing constitnted a Municipal-
* ity, the members of the Board shall there-
“upon cease to hold office, and all public
“ moneysthenin the hands of the Board, or
* under its control, shall be paid to the Muni-
“ cipality.”

“The area of any loenlity defined for the
« purpages of a locul Board under this Aclmay
“ from time totime be extended or contracted
* by the Governor by Order in Council.,”

New clanses, put and passed.

Mr. JAMES moved $o ingert the following
new clanse to stand in lieu of Clause 6 which
had been struck out :—

 Notwithstanding anything to the con-
“ trary contained in Section 96, or any other
“gection of the principal Act, no person—
“ other than the servants or the contractors to
« the Board of Health—shall deposit, bring,
“ gollect, bury or remove, or cause or permit to

* any sewage, goil, dung, filth, ashes, dust or
“rubbish within the limit of such part or parts
* of the jurisdiction ov area of a Local Board
“of Health as shall be defined by the
“ Board.”

New clause pnt and pnssed.

Mg. JAMES moved to add n further new
clause to the Bill as follows (to stand as Clause
21) :—* Any person offending against nny of
“ the provisions of this Act, shall,except whera
“ otherwise herein provided, be guilty of an
 offence ngninat the prineipal Act.”

New clause, put and passed.

Preamble and Title agreed to.

Bill veported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Houwzo adjourned at 11'5 o'clock, p.m.

Hegrglative Gouncl,

Thursday, 3rd October, 1895.

Lockeville Timber Mills— Luave of absence to Member
—Puarks and Rescrves Il : thivd veading—
Wesleyan Methodists (Private) Bl : second
reading :  commitiee ; third reading—Roman
Catholic Church (Private) Laads Bill: second
reading : commitiee ; third veading—d ssisted
Sehools Abolition Bill : second reading ; conmmit-
tee ; third reading—Crouwn Suits Bill : Legisla-
tive Coancil's amendments - incssaye from Legis-
latire Assembly— Building :let dmendment Hifl:
Sirst veading—Constitution Aet Amendment Bl :
wessage from Legislutive Assembly— Adjorrn-
ment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir @&. Shenton)
took the Chair st 4.30 ¢’¢lock, p.m,

LOCKEVILLE TIMBER MILLS.

Tae Hon. J. C. FOULKES asked the Minis-
ter for Mines, What steps ave being taken, ot
have been taken, by the Government to laase
the timber mills at Lockeville ?

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
‘Wittenoom)} replied: An inventory of the
property is being taken with a view to its dis-
posal. The question of leasing the mills is
being dealt with by the Government, and is
under consideration.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBER.
The Hon. 5. J. HAYNES moved, That
lcave of absence be granted to the Hon. C. A,
Piesse for u fortnight.
Question put nnd passed. '

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
THIRD READING.
This Bill wae read a third time and passed.

WESLEYAN METHODISTS (PRIVATE)
BILL. |

SECOND BEADING. |

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE: I beg to move |
the second reading of this Bill. For the in- |
f

formution of hon. membets, T may say that
under an Ordinance of 81 Victoria, the -
trustees of the Wesleyun body hold their pro- |
perty under a model deed executed in England. |
At a conference held, [ think, in South Aus- |
tralia, ic was agreed that the circumstances of |
Australia were different to those of England, .
and that it would be preferable to have an |
Australinn deed. In consequence of this, it has
heen found necessary to repeal the old statute
und to subatitute for it this one. Power is
alzo given by the Bill for the South Australian
Conference to appoint ministers, and to fix the
terms « f their appointment. ‘LI'he rest of the ‘
Bill deals with the appointment of trustees, ;
and how the lauds belonging to the body |
shall be vested, i
Question put and passed. ‘|
Bill read a second time. '

' would

IN COMMITTEE. !
The Bill was then considered in Committee, !
ngreed to without amendment, and reported.
The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.
'I'ne Bill was then read a third time and

passed.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
IN COMMITTEE:
‘I'he Bill was then considered in Cownmittes,
agreed to without amendment, and reported.
The Standing Orders were suspended.
TIHIRD KEADING.
The Bill was then resd a third timeand
passed.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL.
SECOND READIKG.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Houn. E.
H. Wittenoom): In rising to move the second
reading of this Bill, I feel certain that I shall
have the support of all honorable members
of this House, 1am quite certain the history
and stages this Billhas gone through lately
must be within the memory of all hon. mem-
bers. It will be remembered that a considernble
discussion took place, and alarge amount of
feeling was evinced in another place on the
subject, but eventually an  unanimous
decision that the Assisted Schools should
done away with was arrived at.
Thal decision left nothing to be decided
except the smount of compensation. The
history of how the amount wasarrived at will
be fresh in the windsof everyone, Firstly, n
swm was proposed by the Government,and that
sum was carried in the Assembly, but only
by a small majority. Under these cir-
cumstances, it was thought that a lesser sam
meet the viewa of the people

i generally, and the nmonnt originally proposed

was reduced to the sum of £15000. I
think hon. members will agree that that is a
fair nnd reasonable amount tobe paid to the
managers of Assisted Schools in consideration
of the Grant, which they have been in the
habit of getiing, being tuken away, and I am

* sure all must hail with satisfaction the re-

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (PRIVATE)
LANDS BILL.
S8ECOND READING.

The Hox, . M, BTONE: This is a Bill to
give power to the Bishop of the Roman Catho-
lic Church and bis successors, to mortgage,
lease, and sell lands vested in him as such
Bishop. FProvision is made for the protection
of lands granted by the Crown to the Romaa
Catholic body, the Bishop not being able to
mortgage or sell without the consent of the
Governor-in-Council. I move that the Bill be
read a second time. l

moval of this question, which has always been
o warm one, and arcund which a great deal
of feeling has Leen centred, from political
discussion. The Clauses of the Bill are
very brief. Tt is provided that the abolition
shall commmence from the 1st January next.
Then Clause 4 fixes the compensation payable
at £15,000, and Clause & repeals that part of
the Education Act of 1871, which deals with
Assisted Schools. With theso few words I
move that the Bill be read a second time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tiwe.
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IN COMMITTER.

[COUNCIL.]

The Bill was then considered in commwittce, |

agreed to without amendment, and reported.
The Btunding Ordere were suspended.
THIRD BEADING.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed. v

CROWN SUITS BILL,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTs—MESSAGE
FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tue Hon. J. W. HACKETT: T have to usk

l

you, 8ir, if you will give us your ruling on the -

Message (vide pages 1183 and 1184) received
from the Legislative Assembly.

Tuae PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir (i, Shonton) :
[ have carefully considered this question, and
my opinion is that this House was perfectly
within its rights in making the amendwent it
did in Clause 37 of this Bill.

The House then went into committee for the
purpose of considering the Message.

1N COMMITTEE.

H. Wittenoom): 1 feel sure that all hon.
membera will regret that the two Houses huve
aguin, to some extent, come into conflict, and

Crown Suits BHill.

Crown Suits Bill be not insisted upon. T do so
for these reusons: Firstly, that the Govern-
ment are very desirous not to lose this useful
Bill. T may point out that the question of
either £1,000 ur £2,000 i3 not very materiul
to the Government. It is not the money of
the Government thut is concerned, and if the
representatives of the people choosu to vote a
larger sum than the Government propose, it
is pertectly within their provioee to do so;
but the Government wish to do away, as soon
as possible, with the old and obanlete method
of conducting cases brought agninst the Crown,
and to substitute for it more modern machin-
ery. The next veason why I move in this way
is that it way be possible that some compro-
wise may be arrived at. I do not think that
to make a compromise is a disgrace, for we all
know thut to get ulong penceably and quietly,
both in husiness and sociul affuirs, compro-
mises must be resorted to. Tnstead, therefore,
of this House standing on its rights, it would be
better if a compronise could he arrived at, and

- with that end in view I have introduced this
Tur MINISTER YOR MINES (Hom, E. -

that a repetition of the history of last year is
likely to take place—a history which, I am -

sure, is not to the best advantage of the
country. Owing to the conflict of last year,
we lost a wost useful Bill, and its operations
were refarded for twelve months. In this
cuse, as hon. members arve aware, we sub-
stituted in Clanse 37 the sum of £2,000 for
#£1,000, which wns the amount fixed by the
Legialative Assembly that could be recovered
by persons in regard to certain claims against
the Governwent. Our nction seems to be
considered by the authorities of the Legis.
lative Assembly as wot being within our
privileges, und it is now & question of
whether we are right or not. Of course
everyone has his own opinion on the subject,
but J feel sure hon. members will andeavor to
try and take as sensible and as bread a view of
the mmtter us possible. The fact remains
that, whatever views may be tuken, if each
party holds te ite own opinion we shall have
the same result as was experienced last year,
and a useful Bill will be nid aside. I am,
therefore, going to move a resolution which 1
hope will meet with the approval of hon.
members. 1 move that the amendment made
by the Legislative Council to Clausec 37 of the

resolution. Tf we set the example of frying o
effect & compromise, we are, [ think, tuking
up a proper und dignified position, and we
shall be showing the people of the colony that
we are fuirly trying to meet the situation, and
that we are not insisting on our unguestioned
rights as they have been delivered from ihe
Chair. The President considers that we have
acted within ourrights. Knowing what our
rights are, 1t is no disgrace for us to give way
in enticipation of the Legislative Assembly
meeting us. IF they refuse to meet us, we
have done our duty. It is well known that
this House has power to throw out the Bill,
but, if we advance, and then they do not meet
us, the whole of the respomsibility will Le
thrown on them, and not on us. I have no
desire to raise the gquestion of whether the
Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council
is right. 'The rulings of the authorities in
each House have beer pluced before us, und no
doubt members of ecither House will consider
that they are right. Witheut giving an
opinion myself on this suljeci, I ask hon.
members to approach this question in a spirit
of concession, and see if we cunnot arrive ata
decision which will enable the country to have
the benefit of this desirable Biil. Inow move
the resolution.

Tee Hown. J. W. Hacrerr: What is the
compromise ?

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
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Wittenoom): 'That tbe amendment with
which the Logislative Assembly has disagreed
be not insisted upon. Tt is quite within the
power of any hon. mewber to move an
amendment to this which will effect a com-
promise.

Tue How. 8. H. PARKER: I feel sure we
all concur with the hon. gentlemnn who has
justsat down iu u desive to wock harmoniously
with the other House in the Lest iutevests of
the country at lurge. At the same time, we
owe a duty to our constituents and to future
Legislative Councils, and if we are continnally
giving way when we ure told that we are ¢com-
mitting a breach of privilege, we shall soon
find thut we have no privileges left, and that
the Assembly has the whole of them. ‘Lhere
is no compromise suggested by the Hon. the
Minister fur Mines. He proposus to surrender
absolnte.y the right which we claim to amend
this Bill. I s not going te discuss the
question of whether the Speaker, in his ruling,
or the President, is correct; bub I think we
way fairly consider the ruasons given by the
Legislative Assembly for disagrecing with our
amendment, aud we way, perhaps, look upon
them with o eritical oye to see if they really
do bear out the conclusion which has heen
arrived at by that body. "The renson given by
the Assembly is that the amendment of
the Council increases the limit of the
burden fixed by the Assembly on the
public, and is therefore an infringement of
the privileges of the Assembly. Now, the
Assembly has fixed no limit, for the reason that
the Assembly hus no power to limit. ‘The Jiwit
must be fixed by Parliament, which consists
notonly of the Legislative Assembly, as taat
body apparently thinks, but alse of the Legis-
lative Council and the Governor, and, unti! the
three concur, no limit can he fixed. Therefore,
the premises on which this conclusion is
founded ave entirely erroneons. Had it been
that an Act wus in existence by which ne sum
excevding £1,000 should be paid by the
Government, and this Council had taken upon
itself to alter that sum to £2,000, there might
be some reason in ths argument which has been
urged by the Assembly that we were increasing
the burden upon the public. Therve is, however,
no such law, The law atpresent is that the
burden is unliniited, and the Assembly of itself
has no power tofixa limitte it. Therefore, the
burden being unlimited, the Council is not in-
creasing it, but is reducing.it from an unlimited
burden to one liwited to £2,000. If we look
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. at the reasons given by the Legislutive As-

sembly, it is obvious, as T have zaid, that the
conclusivn they huve wrrived at has been on
unfounded preinises. Such being the cnse, T
think it is our bounden duty to udhere to the
smendment. [ did not take partin the debate
on the amendment, but I ugree with those hon.
members who suggesled £2,000 instead of

. £1,000, because 1 think the latter is ao un-

veasonablily small atnount fo fix in the caseof o
persen who is, perhaps, wmaintaioing a lnrge
family, and who inay meet his dewth through
the negligence of the railway ofticials. Now huv-
ing consideredour position, and having found
the Legislative Assembly altogether wrong in
its premises, und consequently wrong in its
vonclusions, it is our obvious duty to insist on
the amondment. 'When T oceupied the posi-
tion Isst year which my hon. friend now fiils,
and when a similur question wrose, [ felt that
my first duty was to this Houre, and that I
should support the privileges and liberties of
this House agninst the Assembly. I moved
that we should insist upon our aimendwment,
and I am happy to say thut hon. memhers
ugreed with me and did insist. 'The result
was that the Assembly would not concur, and
the Bil) was laid aside; hut T may point out

. that it was re-introduced this session, nnd it

then virtaally cortained the ameundments
which were made by this House last year. It
may be remembered thut the Council, in the
Municipal Bill, inoreased the pnwer to rate
lands from 2} per cent. to 3} per cent. This
year, the Assembly, after seeing the great
wisdom there was in tbe reasons which induced
the Council to make this alteration, not only
adopted the nmendment, but increased the
rute to 4 per cent.,, and I haveno doubt that
those distinguished gentlemen who adorn the
Agsembly will, in the future, concur withus in
thiuking that £2,000, or even a lurger sum, is
pot too great under the circmastances. T
con  quite wunderstand that when the
Speaker rules in the TLower House, hon.
memhers feel bound to support him, and
I am aware that it is almost impossible
for even the Government to take excep-
tion to his ruling, The Speake- has taken
thi responsibility, and it will be for the As-
getubly, not for us, to accept or reject this
Bill. In inmsting upon our amendwmont, we
take no responsilility of vejecting or throw-
ing it out. All we say is that we insist upon
£2000. Wa say to the Assembly, “ You up-
parentiy do not ohject to the amount, Lut you
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take an abaurd view of our privileges, and
that sconer than ailow us to make the amend-
ment, you prefer to throw cout the Lill alto-
gether” Thus the responsibility will be
upon the Lower Housge, snd not upon us.
Under the circumstunces, therefore, 1 wmove
as an amendment to the resclutjon of the
Hon. the Minister for Mines, “Tlat this
House insists unpon its amendment.”

Tare How. S, J. HAYNES: Sir, I have much
pleasurs in seconding the Hon. Mr. Parker’s
amendment. I am sure hon. wembers will
be pleased and strengthened by your ruling,
and weshall all coneur in the expression: given
utterance to by the Hon, Mr. Parker. The
Minister for Mines has suggested what he
terms acompromise, butl consider his reso-
lution is nothing but an out and out surrender.
He does not support his motion by argument,
and he winds up by saying he does not wish to
express an opinion. That being so, I coneinde
that his opinion is unfavorable to his wotion.
So far as the Bill before the House is con-
cerned, I moved the incrense, and, in doing so
the Minister for Mines hinted thatit was a
Money Biil, and I told him that thatiwas only
raising a bugie. Ihad nof considered the con-
stitutional aspect as I might have done, but
having now considered it, I can only endorse
my former opinion that it was a hogie,and that
this Bill does not come within the intrepreta-
tion of a Money Bill. From the authorities L
have locked up, I find that a Money Bill
is in Parliamentary lunguage, u Bill by
which money is directed to be raised frow
the subject, for any purpose or in any shape
whantsoever, either for governmental pur-
poses, and collected fromthe whole Kingdom
generally, or for the beunefit of w» particular
district, and collected in that district as
parish rates,

Tue Hox. 5. B. PargEr: A Money Bill has
to be introduced by Message from the
Governor. This wuas not introduced by
Message.

Tue Hon. 5. J. HAYNES: [ say this Bill
does not come within this interpretation, and
that our pewers and privileges are defived by
the Constitution Acts. [ see nothing in the
Constitution Acts to suppert the view taken
by the other House. Section 36 of the Act of
1889 says:— It shall be lawful for the
“ Legislature of the colony, by any Act, to
“ define the privileges, inmunities, and powers
*to be held, enjoyed, and exercised by the
* Legislative Council and Legislative As-

[COUNCIL.]
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* sembly, and by the members thereof respec-
“tively : Provided that no such privileges,
* immmuoities, or powers shall exceed thoso for
* the time being beld, enjoyed, and exercised
“ by the Commons House of Parlinment, or
*f the mambers thereof.” Then scctiou 66 says :
— All Bills for appropriating any part of the
“ Consoliduted Revenue Fund, or for imposing,
“altering, or repealing any rate, fax,
“ duty, or impost, shull orviginate in the
« Legislative Assewbly.” This Bill does not
come within those sections, and, in my humble
opinion, Lhe Legislative Assembly, in claiming
that we have infringed their privileges, assert
to t' emselves greater powers and privileges
than the House of Commons claims. In the
Constitution Amoendwment Act, Sec. 23, it is
laid down as follows:—" In the case of a pro-
rposed Bill, which, according to law, must
* have originated in the Legislative Assembly,
* the Legislative Council way ab any stuge
“ return it to the Legisiative Assembly with a
“ message requesting the omission or amend-
“ ment of apy items or provisions therein.
“ And the Legislative Assembly way, it it
“ think fit, make such owmissions ov atnend-
“ ments, or any of ibem, without modifi-
“ gutions.” 'This shows that the Bills we can
amend are those contewpleted under See. 66
of the Principal Act. Iv is said thatour amend-
ment casts w burden on the peoply, hut ac-
zording to the Bill itself, it is to simplify the
pre.ent cumbersome procedure against the
Crown, and Section 37 limits the amount of
damage that can be recovered. That damage
has to be ascertained by the Court, and, when
1t has becn assessed, the Registrar has to send
a certificate of the judgment to the Governor,
and then, aceording to another cection, the
amount necessary to meet the judgment must
be provided from a fund appropriated by
Purlinment. At thut stuge the mabter cou:es
before the House in the shape of a Money Bill,
and then it is, T take it, that we cannot en-
groach vipon the privileges of the Assembly.
I'he widest view thut can he taken is that this
Bill only indirectly touches upon privileged
matiers. I do not say that it does, but that
is the strongest way it can be put aguinst us.
According to the practice of the House of
Commons, as Jaid down by Mr. Speaker Aber-
erombie, such amendments from the Lordsare
always accepted, otherwise the utility of the
House might be much imnpaived. In looking
through the authorities, i huve not been able
%o find a case to support the contention of the
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Lower House, nnd I hope hon. members will,

therefore, insist upon the amendment.

Tue Hon. J. W. HACHETT: I have lis-
tened with very much care and interest to
what the Hon. the Minister for Mines has snid
in urging upou this House what he called a
eompromise, but which, according to the word-
ing of the umendment he has proposed, is
equivalent to a total surrender, not only in
regard to this Crown Suits Bill, but a surren-
der of a large series and » considerable body
of rights this House has laid claim to, and
which, asfar as T know, it has no intention of
foregoing. I was greatly struck by the atti-
tude of the hon, gentleman. He did not argue

that the amendment wade by this House in -

the Bill in question was wrong; he did not
58y that £2,000 was not a fit and proper aum
to fix as the limit, nor did he argue that this
House was wrong in making the amendment.
Ic fact, he slid away from that aspect of the
question, and, that being so, he leaves ng
without any possible course other than
to insist on the mmendment. He has not
given us any reasous on .grounds of policy or
otherwise, why we should forego onr amend-
ment, nor has he attempted to argue that it is
becanse this House is wrong that we should
make a changa. If hon. gentlemen will look
at the reason the Legislative Assembly has
given for disagreeing with our amendment,
they will find that it isbased on one ground
only. The Assembly does mnot question that
we may not Le right in the attitude we took
up. They do not deny that the nlteration of
the amount might not be for the Letter,
but they deny that it was competent for
this House to make the amendment on the
geore of privilege. What [ desirve to impress
on this House is that the Legisiative Assexnbly
hus raised an igsue which is wholly irrelevant
to us. They have set up claims to privileges
which this House, from the time it was
constituted, has denied to them. We have
bused ounr rights all along on the siatute law—
not on precedents collected through = long
history on an unwritten constitution, during
which claims were made and given effect to
according as thosze who put them forward were
able to enforce thew or not. AsI say, we tuke
up our position on the statute law, and, until
that is altercd by the anthority of Parliament,
I trust hon. mewwbers will abide by it and see
that it is carried into effect. Qur position is
that we claim certain rights to alter Bills
which contain clauses relating to fees, rates
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oand damages. That position was fully set out
by yourself, Sir, in regard to another question
which arose last session, and it has again and
again been insisted upon by this House; and,
20 fur a3 I know, it hus never been directly
challenged. Until, therefore, we find
a majority in this House to challenge and
deny it, we are bound in duty to the House
itself, in duty to our constituents, and in duty
to those who follow s, tosee that no abate-
ment is made to our privileges, and to demand
our full rights, as another place demands their
privileges and rights. Before going into tho
case of the Legisiative Assembly, T would
draw the attention of the House to the ex-
treme gravity of the position. It is this: If
we give way, we cub from under us the right
to make any change in zny Bill which comes
to us from another place, and which contains
the mention of any sum of money. Thut
seems @ strong phrage, but I will prove it to
the satisfaction of the House without delay.
There is an impression abroad that this House
has only the right o make sugzgestions with
regard to Money Bills. [t has been stated
in the House Lelow, and [ bave no dovbt but
that it will be insisted upon, that our right of
suggestion is confined to one class of Bills,
which does not in¢lude such asthe Municipal
Bill, or the Crown Suits Bill—a position you,
Sir, alluded to in the eluborate ruling
which you guve lust session, snd which, [ am
sure, no member of this House bas seen any
reason to disagree with. You pointed out that
the Constitution Act Amendment Act of
1893, merely deals with Bills which have to
be initiuted in the Legislative Assembly,
which were brought there by message from
the Governor, and which came up to us in
the ordinary course, after passing through
their varions stages in unother place. But I
believe the positivn taken up by the Lower
Houseis that, although we huve the right to
suggest smendments in regard to Money
Bills pure and simple, in  these lesser
matters we have no rightto iaterfere
at all. If, then, this House ugrees (o give
way, we shall deprive ourselves for all time
of ull power to interfere with Bills which
contain clauses relating to penalties, rates and
damages. We cannol yive way urderthese
circumstances, even if we wonld, 'We cannot
do 60, in justice to those we represent,
and in justice to those who, sooner or later,
will replace us. It is eaid that we should
give way beeause the Legislative Assembly
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assert that their rights have been interfered
with, because we had no business to do what
we did, and because, by incrcasing the bhurden
on the public, we are infringing their privil-
egas. It hae already been pointed out that itis
inconceivable that our amendment can be said
bo increase the burden. The burden, at the
present time, is any sum a jury may thiok fit,
Parliament is now asked to step iz and limit
the burden, and onesection of that Parlinment,
in its wiedowm, suys that £1,000 shall be the
limit, and ancther section, having ¢o-ordinate
authority, says £2,000. They do not ugree, and
therefore the burden remauins as it was before
—possibly enormously larger ihan £2,000.
We are told that the amendment is objection-
able becuuse it exfends the burden. Let us
look at the heading of the Bill. It is not a
Bill to impose burdens, but a Bill to facilitute
the protection of Crown properly, and the
anforcement of claims aguinst the Crown. A
distinction is there drawn between the Crown
and Crown property, and the people, und it
sets out that those whose liability 15 to be
limited, are not the people, but the Crown;
and I wventure to say thut the objection
by the Speaker in another place could not e
sabstantiated anywhere else, for those who
know anything of history must be welt nware
that for hundreds of years fierce diaputes
have been carried on between the Crown and
the people. All the rights and privileges that
the people possess have been foughtfor, The
great Hallam speaks of people whe Dbelieved
that our liberties were won with the hilood of
our furefathers, and declures it would be more
accurate to say that they were purchased.
They weve paid for in hard cash. The Crown
wos induced to part with its privileges. It
guve up its prerogatives, ome¢ by omne, in
return for grants-in-aid, supplies, and taxes.
In this way, the rights of the Crown were re-
duced, and the rights of the peuple extended.
But this Bill only deals wilk Crowa property,
and the enforcement of the claims of the
people. To putl it more justly, it iz a Bill to
relieve the Crowan and to abate the enfarcement
of claims against the Crown. It is fo limit
the claimns againet the Crown and to extend the
claims of the people. It really amounts to
what was called in olden tiwes a redress of
grievances. At the present time, people have
a right to demand any sum as a penolty for
damage by the Crown that their Peers may
think fit to give. This Billsays that we, the
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reduce the rghts of the people and limit their
claim to £1,000 as the Legislative Assembly
snys, or to £2,000 aswesay. How can thal be
ealled extending the burdens of the people?
I cleim that we should stand by the amend-
went, not ounly hecause it is vight, but
becnuse it is a fair nssertion of the privileges
and rights of thie House, and because it
does not do what the messuge from the
Assembly clulme it does, namely, extend the
burdens.uf the people. Next 1 suy that this
amend zent only curries cut the wish of the
Assembly, who represent the Commone of
the country. 1 do not desire to detain the
Commwittee further, except to remurk thot
unother pluce declares that we have no right
to raise this anmount frem £1,000 to £2,000.
But do they gosofarus to say this House has no
vight to amend this Act at ul), but is compelled
to accept it, for that is what they are trying
to force, a3 any gentleman possessing a logicul
nmind must see. If they leave us the right to
throw out the Bill, it carries with it the right
to extend the burden ubsolutely without limit.
I suppose no one in West Australin will deny
that wo have ubsolute rights with regard to
the rejection of Bills. Sir Erskine May,
dealing with the matter constitutionally, and
awrguing for the Commons against the Lords,
and laying dowa with all the limitation which
his koowledge supplied material for, says
under the head of rejection by the Lords of
Bills and provisions creating charges upon
the functions of the
“ House of Lords in the grant ur imposi-
““ tion of supply and taxation are reduced to
“a simple nesent or negative, it becomes ne-
*“gegsary to examine how fur Lhe power of
“dissent way be exercised without invuding
“ the privileges of the Commons. The legal
“ vight of the Lords, as a ¢o-ordinate branch
“ of the legislature, to withhold their assent
“from any bill whatever, to which their con-
“currence s desired, 13 unquestionuble.'’
That he lays down ns a fundamentsl principle
of the Constitution. Under all these circnm-
stances, [ do not see how this House czn give
way. The reason given by the Assembly will
not stand argument, and, that being so, this
House cannot pay any attention to it. We have
seb up claamas, and it is our duty to sce that
they are not foregone. We owe it to others
to hand down the privileges we have, abated
not one jot or part, and I ¢laim that a resolu-
tion of this kind—whether it was intended to

|
Crown, must be protected, and we ask you to , fest the temper of this House, or to effect a
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settlement, I care not to engnire—on the part
of the Assembly, should be resisted distinctly
and resolutely, and this we can do by agreeing
to the amendwent which has been moved by
the Hon. Mr. Parker.

Tue Hon, C. E, DEMPSTER: I should
feol more plecasure in pouring oil on the
troubled waters than adding it to the flame. [
cunnot, however, consider that the Speaker has
treated this House properiy by sending the Bill
back as he has dore. [ do not think this House
should be subject to the humilatien which
even @ compromise would amount to
now. The magter really before us is whether
we will support the ruling of the President, or
the Speaker, and I consider it ourdaty to stand
by the President. Werethosume question before
the Houee, [ should take the samre siand as [
did before, and support £1000, because 1 con-
sider that is sufficient. However, the amend-
ment wus carried by a large majority, and it
ought to be treated with proper consideration
by the Assembly.

Tae How. A. B. KIDSON: I do not
think it mnecessary to add to the
debate after hearing the very convincing
argnments of the Hon. Mr. Parker and the
Hon. Mr. Haynes, and the eloguent and able
speoch of the Hon. Mr. Hackett. I think the
thanks of the House are due to these gentle-
men for having gone carefully into the
matter, and for placing before us the position in
such o clear and lucid manner, The matter
had gone beyond a question of £1,000 or
£2,000, and hus become n guestion of the in-
fringement by the Assembly of the privileges
of this House. The President has given his
ruling, and I think it is the duty of hon.
members to loyally support him, 1 conld not
help smiling, and I poticed other hon. mem-
bers smiled, when the Minister for Mines
introduced bis amendment. He said his amend-

ment would enable the House to effect a  Jengt I have to.
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compromise, but I could not gather how he |

pruposed to make the compromise. As far as
the amendment is concerned, it is practically

i by the hon Mr

a surrender, and [ do not know what the hon. -
gentleman took the members of this House for, -

if he thought that they were going to accept
this amendment as being something which
would lead to a compromise.

The wording of '

the amendinent is plain, and it weans nothing _

other than that we are to surrender one of our

privileges. The matter has been sothrashed "
out that I need say no more except to express
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wy intention of eupporting the amendment of
the Hon. Mr. Parker.

Tue MINISTER FPOR MINES (Hon. E.H
Wittenoom) : [ think I might say one word in
explanation to some of the remarks which have
been made by hon. members. I do not think
thal in unything 1said Iadvocated in any way
o surrender of our rights and privileges, and I
hope wy remarks will not be taken in that way.
I took care to explain that the resolution I
moved was for the purpose of having the ques-
tion discussed, and that possibly a compromise
might be suggested. The Hon. Mr. Haynes
suid that I gave no reason. I might tell the
hon. member that my brief experirnce of Pur-
liamentary life does not enable me to stand
up and give an opinion on a subject on which
two of the grentest authorities in the Colony—
theSpeakerand the President—disagree, but, at
the same time, [ should be one of the fivst to
ingist on maintaining the privileges of this
House. 1 opened the debate to try and arrive
at u compromise. I did not mention an
amovnt because, in my opinion, the £1,000 is
sufficient, I thought thut perhaps some one
else might bring forward another amount, and
thus bring about a4 compromise,

Tag How. 8. J. HAYNES:
question of amount.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenrnm}: We could offer to make a com-
promise or concession, and it would be for
the other House to meet us or not as they
thought fit.

Tus Hon. D. K. CONGDON : Let them do
it then,

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): We are mow in a position to
begin, and if some one suggested another
amount, & compromise might possibly be
arrived at. However, I'see I am notin nccord
with the feeling of the House, and I always
s willing to give way to the majority—at

It is wov o

Tee Hox. D. K. CONGDON: It is my
intention to support the amendment moved
Parker, and I do ao
becaunsze I think it will have the effect of hav.
ing this Bill sent back to the Assembly, and
the respousibility will then rest with them as
to what is to be done with it.

Motion put and negatived.

Amendment put azd passed.

BUILDING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
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Asgsembly, and was read n first time.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL,

The PRESIDENT unnounced the receipt
of a message from the Legislative As-
sembly, covering a memorial proposed to be
forwarded to the Right Hoo. the Secretary of
State on the suhject of the Abolition of the
Aborigines Protection Board, (vide pnges
1185 and 1186 ente,

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council at 615 o'clock, p.m., ndjourned
until Tuesday, October 8th, 1893, at 430
o’elock, p.m,

Fegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 3rd Qclober, 1895.

Kotion for Adjournment: ** Hansard 7 reports—
Dinplication uf Teleyraph line to Sowth Ans-
tralia — Asscnt to Bills: Message from the
Adwministrator—Enilding Act Amendment Bill :
third reading—Constitntion Aet Further Amend-
went RL: Memertal to Secretacy of State for the
Colonies—Collie Conlfields Kailway Bill : second
reading ; commitlee — Donnybrook- Bridgetown
Ratlway Fill: second reading ; commiitee— ** Han-
sard” Heports : personal cxplanation—Lnsuffi-
ciency of Holling Stock : message from Legisla-
tive Couwne!—Parts and Reserves Bill : amend-
ments of Legistative Covacil—Crown Suits Bl
Jessage from Legistative Conncil fusisting on
amendmcnt—=Stock Discases Bl : committee—
Mines Regulation BVl : comuritiic—Explosiees
it second reading ; committee — Engine
Sparks Fire Prevention Bl : sccond reading—
Fenctny Bill : order of the day for the swond
reading discharged— Minimun Hage in Govern-
urent Contracts—Adjonrmnent.

The Speaker took the chair at 4.30 o'clock,

P- m.
PrAYEYS,

[ASSEMBTLY.)

Hansard Reporis.
HANVSARD REYORTS OF PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES.

Mg, MORAN : Sir, In referring to some of
the reports appearing in Hansard, of debutes
in this House—

The SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
do that, withouta motion.

Mg, MORAN : Can T do 80 upon moving the
adjournment of the House ?

The SPEAKER : Yes, you cun do thut,

Mr. MORAN ;: Then I will do s0. For a
good many reasons I have found that 1 should
cull attention to soine of these reports. 1 find,
on reading some of the Hansard reporis
through, that thoy are not correct. Svie of
the speeches ave mot reported as they ure
given. Not only do the reports notaygree with
what members said, but they do decidedly
disngree in the distortion of statements. I
notice, in  the report of Tuesday’s debato on
the Goldfields Bill, published in to-day’s Daily
News, in the Hunsard report, statements
alleged to bave been made by me which I kuow
I never did make ; and several other hon. wmem-
bers will have noticed thatin many cases their
speeches are wobt reported correctly. I think
that when we agreed it was desirable, in the
interest of the colony, that we should have a
Hansard report of the Parlivmentary debates
pubtished in a newspaper, we understood, and
were led to expect, and do expect~—and as far
a8 I am concerned [ shall huve it curried out—
if uwot & werbutim veport on all occasions, at
aby rate 4 correct report, and one in which
nar stutements are not distorted— whether by
carelessness or otherwise, [ am not prepared to
gay. I notice, in the same newsapuper in which
the Goldfields debate is reported, a paragraph
veferring to the discussion which took place in
this Bouse, last ¢evening, on the Electoral Bill
upon the guestion of doing away with the re-
atriction on candidutes as to uddressing electors
within » certain time of the nomination.
Here is the paragraph asit appears in to-day’s
Daily News :—“ When the Electoral Bill wus
* being considered in committee last might, Mr
« Moran moved that the clause regarding the
« prohibition of persvnal eolicitation by can-
* didates be struck out. He urged that the
« clause wus & useless piece of legislation, and
« gagged the mouth of candidates for days,
= thus prehibiting them, in large districts like
“ the goldfields, from nddressing many of the
“glectorz.” I do not think I woved that,
nor ¢id I make any such stutements.
The paragraph goes on to say —*The House



